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to church, he returned, she would hear what he
thought of her actions, or5 if she preferred, he
would summarise his sermons for her, but " to
wait upon your chamber door or elsewhere, and
then to have no farther liberty but to whisper my
mind in your Grace's ear, or to tell you what
others think and speak of you, neither will my
conscience nor my vocation whereto God hath
called me to suffer it." He was not " appointed
to come to every man in particular to show him
his offence,33 and he pointed out that he ought to
be at his study and not hanging about the Court
as he was. Mary, in a rage at this refusal of her
offer, turned her back on him, and Knox with-
drew cheerfully. Someone whispered that he was
not afraid, and Knox, overhearing the words,
remarked, cc Why should the pleasing face of a
gentlewoman frighten me ? I have looked in the
faces of many angry men, and yet have not been
afraid above measure."
The queen had acquitted herself less well on
this second occasion, but, while beaten in her
contests with Knox, she could console herself
with the reaction that was taking place against
Protestantism. In the winter of 1562-3, mass
had been celebrated in various parts of the
country f the queen's mass had been pronounced
legal under the laws of the realm, and surely it
was not wrong for subjects to use the same service
as their ruler. Knox roused himself to greater